
December 
I Can Have Charity—the Pure Love of Christ 

I Can Be Kind to Everyone 
 In 1 Peter we are encouraged to add “to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness 

charity” (v. 7). Above all virtues, we should “put on charity” (Colossians 3:14). As we strive to be more 

kind, we will increase toward charity, “the pure love of Christ” (Moroni 7:47). Betty Jo Jepsen says, 

“Kindness has many synonyms—love, service, charity. But I like the word kindness because it implies 

action. It seems like something you and I can do” (“Kindness-A Part of God’s Plan”).  

 
Booklist 
 Picture Books 

• Little Blue Truck by Alice Schertle 

Little Blue Truck helps the mean dump truck when no one else will. The book has lovely images and 

wonderful rhythm. Perfect for toddlers, but it also has great discussion potential for older kids.  

• I Walk with Vanessa by Kerascoet 
A wordless story about a girl who notices a boy picking on a new student, Vanessa. She has compassion, 

thinks about what to do, and helps Vanessa feel welcome.  

• You, Me and Empathy by Janeen Sanders 

A boy notices how other people are feeling by reflecting on his own similar experiences. He shows how he 

reaches out in compassion and how others have reached out in compassion to him. Questions after each 

experience help readers to reflect on their own experiences with compassion and empathy. 

 
Discussion Ideas 
 Kindness begins with me.  

♪ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-zySM7422eA 

A children’s song, “Kindness Begins with Me.” 

 Luke 6:27-38 

 https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/bible-videos/videos/sermon-on-the-mount-the-

higher-law?lang=eng 

A portrayal of Matthew 5:17-48, where Jesus offers the admonition to love our enemies. 

? Is there someone you can show greater kindness to? 

 Set a goal to be kind to everyone. 

 

 I can show compassion and empathy to people having a hard time. 
 “but my kindness shall not depart from thee” (Isaiah 54:10, see also vv. 7-9).  

? How can we have the kind of compassion the Lord talks about in this verse? 

 

 

 
 



Giving of Myself Brings Me Joy 
 The Lord commanded, “freely ye have received, freely give” (Matthew 10:8). As we give, we will 

find that “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). Find ways to give of yourself—your 

time, talents, means, and love to those around you. 

 

Booklist 
 Picture Books 

• The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein  

A tree gives everything it has to a boy as he grows, and the tree is happy. A great book for discussing why 

giving things away makes us happy.  

• Ordinary Mary’s Extraordinary Deed by Emily Pearson 

Mary shares some blueberries with a neighbor. We see what happens as the neighbor does something 

nice for five people and one of them does something nice for five people, everything from smiling and 

compliments to giving things away and sharing. This book shows that small things (and kids) can make a 

big difference.  

• Boxes for Katje by Candace Fleming 

Katje and her community in Holland have very little after WWII. When Katje’s pen pal in America finds 

out, she gathers all she can for them. As the exchanges continue, the gifts increase, and more and more 

lives are blessed. 

 

Parenting Book 

• Raising World Changers in a Changing World by Kristen Welch 

An incredible book by the founder of Mercy House Global, a company committed to empowering women 

in Kenya with dignified work. Kristen shows how her unending willingness to give all she can has blessed 

her family and many others. She gives practical ideas to push us to give more and encourage our children 

to do the same.   

 

Online Inspiration 
• https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/stewardship-sacrifice-and-a-ceiling-fan-teaching-

kids-the-joy-of-giving/ 

 An article discussing why and how we can give more freely. It has a great personal experience as 

 well as some great ideas for getting kids involved in giving to their community. 

• https://www.comeuntochrist.org/light-the-world 

A website dedicated to helping people bring Christ’s light into the world during the Christmas 

season, including videos and service ideas. 

• https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/friend/1995/12/sharing-time-giving?lang=eng 

Lesson ideas for teaching kids about giving. There are some great ideas, although some are 

more applicable than others.  

• https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/ensign/1982/12/giving-with-joy?lang=eng 

An article discussing the significance of good gifts—and three elements of meaningful gifts. The 

beginning is practical and inspiring. The end turns toward gifts the Savior has given us and is 

spiritually edifying and inspiring.   

 
 
 



Discussion Ideas 
 Giving of myself brings me joy. 

? When have you felt joy when giving something to someone else? 
 Read Boxes for Katje from the booklist.  

? Who do we know who is in need? 

? What do we have that we could give to someone else? 

 Read Ordinary Mary’s Extraordinary Deed 

? What can we do to serve and spread goodness? 

 
 As we love God, we will gain more charity and love for his children. 

 Read the quote from Peter M. Johnson: 

 First, remember that the first and great commandment is 

to love God with our heart, might, mind, and strength. All that 

we do should be motivated by our love for Him and for His Son. 

As we develop our love for Them by keeping Their 

commandments, our capacity to love ourselves and to love 

others will increase. We will begin to serve family, friends, and 

neighbors because we will see them as the Savior sees them—

as sons and daughters of God. 

 Second, pray unto the Father in the name of Jesus Christ 

every day, every day, every day. It is through prayer that we 

can feel the love of God and show our love for Him. Through 

prayer we express gratitude and ask for the strength and the 

courage to submit our will to God’s and be guided and directed 

in all things. 

 I encourage you to “pray unto the Father with all the 

energy of heart, that ye may be filled with this love, … that ye  

may become the sons [and daughters] of God; that when he 

shall appear we shall be like him.” 

? How has your love for God increased your abilities to serve his children? 

? Have you felt God’s love for someone you have helped? 

 
 Giving of myself will help me to fulfill my divine mission. 

 https://www.daveramsey.com/blog/using-your-god-given-talents 

A short, conversational article about how we can serve God with our talents. 

? What gifts has God given me? 

? How can the gifts I have benefit others? 

 Make a plan to use one of your gifts to help someone.  

 
Activities 

• Think of someone could use a thoughtful gift and get them something to show you are thinking 

of them.  

 


