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I Can Choose and I Am 
Accountable 

March  

 
I am accountable to God and not to men for my choices. 
Memorization Scripture 

Joseph Smith—History 1:25–26  

So it was with me. I had actually seen a light, and in the midst of that light I saw two Personages, and 

they did in reality speak to me; and though I was hated and persecuted for saying that I had seen a 

vision, yet it was true; and while they were persecuting me, reviling me, and speaking all manner of evil 

against me falsely for so saying, I was led to say in my heart: Why persecute me for telling the truth? I 

have actually seen a vision; and who am I that I can withstand God, or why does the world think to make 

me deny what I have actually seen? For I had seen a vision; I knew it, and I knew that God knew it, and 

I could not deny it, neither dared I do it; at least I knew that by so doing I would offend God, and come 

under condemnation. 

I had now got my mind satisfied so far as the sectarian world was concerned—that it was not my duty 

to join with any of them, but to continue as I was until further directed. I had found the testimony of 

James to be true—that a man who lacked wisdom might ask of God, and obtain, and not be upbraided. 

 

Remember when Joseph Smith had the First Vision? (Briefly review as necessary.) 

Well, there were a lot of people who didn’t believe him. Remember all the churches that were around? 

Some of the leaders of those churches were being mean to Joseph Smith for saying he saw Heavenly 

Father and Jesus (see v. 21–22). They didn’t believe him and they thought he was lying and they wanted 

him to say it wasn’t true.  

And this is what Joseph Smith said (read or paraphrase verses 23–26).  

Do you think that was hard? All the people picking on him were much older than he was. He might have 

felt a little silly or confused. But he had faith in Jesus and he knew that God would be mad if he listened 

to the other people and lied.  

Sometimes we have to choose between what is right and what is easy. But God always knows. He will 

help us to choose the right.  

President Thomas S. Monson said, “May we maintain the courage to defy the consensus. May we ever 

choose the harder right instead of the easier wrong” (“Choices,” April 2016, General Conference).  



Implementation Ideas 

 Family Accountability Charts 

 Explain that the Lord has commanded us to obey our parents and that kids are accountable to 

their parents for helping the family.  

 Set up a responsibilities chart that children can mark off and parents can sign off to hold them 

accountable. Explain the rewards/privileges associated with fulfilling responsibilities.   

 Our chart is very simple: Each child has a morning and afternoon routine. They each include one 

stewardship item (something the family has provided for them that they are required to take care of, i.e. 

clothes, bedroom, toys, etc.) and one family work item (something they are responsible for helping with 

around the house that the whole family uses). They check it off when they are done and Mom signs it 

off. For getting one check mark they get a Lego brick which will be put into the family Lego bin and for 

two check marks they get their Lego brick and nickel. They are required to get 35 check marks before 

the family will purchase their summer wardrobe.  

 Consider how you could make something similar in your family. Emphasize that kids can choose 

but that they will be held accountable for that choice. They may be accountable right now to Mom and 

Dad and lose privileges in the family, but eventually they will be accountable to God for obeying his 

command of honoring their parents and learning responsibility.    

 

 


